Address systemic barriers and build

a more inclusive, sustainable early
N childhood system.

The earliest years of a child's life are crucial for healthy brain development and lifelong mental wellness. Yet in
Ohio, too many infants and toddlers face barriers to accessing timely, culturally responsive mental health services.

Our Youngest Children are experiencing profound trauma in their early years.

Victims of Maltreatment Infants are Most at Risk

Ohio is ranked in the bottom half of Compared to older children Ohio’s
states and D.C. for infant Maltreatment.: infants under one are three times more

likely to be victims of Maltreatment.s

Ohio’s
hahies are
Over 3,000 children under the age of one i
were victims of maltreatment i% 20227 more Ilkely to

experience maltreatment

Adverse Childhood Experiences _
o

One in three Black people lived in
14.3% Of_Oh'O children, ages 0-5, have Cincinnati (Hamilton Cguntpy), Cleveland
experienced two or more ACEs.* (Cuyahoga County), or Columbus (Franklin
County) Each of those counties are
considered "high risk” for lead exposure.

Black Children are

1.4X Y/

of Children who tested postive

more likely to experience for lead were Blac
2 or more ACEs In an analysis in Cincinnati, of all the

children who tested positive for lead
exposure, 53% were Black:

@ "l live in a County where services are not available”

-Parent from Gallia County



https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/development.ohio.gov/research/Ohio-African-American-Population-2022.pdf
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/6ba9ce85-93a8-4fb9-aa8f-05cc8cd1ba53/Blood%2BLead%2BTesting%2BRequirements%2B2023.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_JQGCH4S04P41206HNUKVF31000-6ba9ce85-93a8-4fb9-aa8f-05cc8cd1ba53-o-GpdQW

Ohio PN-3 Coalition: FY 2026-2027 Budget Priorities

Investing in Our Youngest Children, Supporting Families, and Advancing Equity

As the Ohio General Assembly considers the biennial state budget, the Ohio PN-3 Coalition urges policymakers to
restore and expand critical investments for infants, toddlers, and their families. These priorities reflect the needs of
children during the most formative years of life, and the urgent call to support the professionals and systems who

care for them.

We are asking the Ohio Legislature to reinstate the Governor’s
proposed funding levels by doing the following:

1. Strengthen Access to Child Care for Families
« Restore publicly funded child care eligibility to 160% of the Federal Poverty
Level (FPL) with continued eligibility up to 300% FPL.
« Fully fund the Child Care Choice Voucher Program at $75M in FY26 and $150M
in FY27.

2. Expand Economic Security for Families
« Restore the refundable Child Tax Credit of up to $1,000 per child under age 7,
available to families earning up to $94,000.

3. Improve Maternal and Infant Health
 Restore $22.5M in Home Visiting investments and $7.5M annually for infant
vitality programming.
« Reinstate multi-year continuous Medicaid eligibility for children 0-3 to ensure
uninterrupted care during critical years.

4. Expand Access to Doula Services
« Expand Medicaid-covered doula services statewide, not just in six counties, to
reach families in urban and high-need areas.

5. Create Safe Environments for Children
« Restore full funding for lead abatement and the Lead-Safe Home Fund.
« Protect H2Ohio investments in water infrastructure that prevent lead exposure in
vulnerable communities.
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